
Wool Help Ewe Appre’SHEEP’ate 
the Wonderful World of Fiber

Your Presenters:

LuAnn Kilday:  Retired Informal Educator
Britney Lardner: NMAITC Senior Program Coordinator



The fibers we wear…. Are you able to tell the 
difference?

Natural or Synthetic?  Wool, Cotton, Mohair, or 
OTHER?

Activity:  Investigating Samples –
‘Ewe’ be the Judge!



Why Sheep and Goats Matter

Meat
Milk
Fiber
Weed Control



Did You Know?

 There are around 1,400 breeds
of sheep and around 100
breeds of goats.

 Sheep produce Lanolin, which is an
ingredient in lotion.

 Goats were one of the first
animals to be tamed by
humans.

A sheep’s fleece will grow forever.



Types of Looms

Spanish Loom

Navajo Loom

Rio Grande     
Walking Loom



History of Navajo Churro

 Navajo Churro was the first breed of 
sheep in the Southwest.

 The Spanish brought them in the late 
1500’s.

 This breed provided the Spanish with 
meat, fiber, and milk while traveling 
along the El Camino Real de Tierra 
Adentro.



Debouillet
Developed in the 1920’s in Tatum, New Mexico.  Cross 
between Delaine Merino and Rambouillet.





Steps in Wool Production

Shearing

https://youtu.be/53KoRxxr1jc

https://youtu.be/53KoRxxr1jc


Steps in Wool Production

Washing
Drying



Steps in Wool Production

Carding/Combing



Steps in Wool Production 

Spinning



Steps in Wool Production

Weaving/Crochet/Knitting



Breakout Sessions

Spinning – Britney
Felting - LuAnn



NAITC Curriculum Matrix
Baa Ram Ewe...Sheep Tales (K - 2nd) 
• https://agclassroom.org/matrix/lesson/133/

• Activities include Sheep to Sweater, Felting, and Dyeing (using Kool-Aid).

From Wool to Wheel (3rd - 5th) 
• https://agclassroom.org/matrix/lesson/412/

• Students learn the importance of wool in colonial America. Activities include spinning, weaving, and dyeing.

Clothes on the Grow (6th - 8th)
• https://agclassroom.org/matrix/lesson/486/

•     Activities include understanding sources of fiber, clothing labels, and how different fabrics burn.

https://agclassroom.org/matrix/lesson/133/
https://agclassroom.org/matrix/lesson/412/
https://agclassroom.org/matrix/lesson/486/


Does Wool Burn?...

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRuAe6DkDFg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRuAe6DkDFg






Community Resources

• 4-H Extension

• FFA Chapters

• Local Fiber Guilds

• Livestock Conservancy

• Farm & Livestock Bureau

• Land Grant Universities

• Local Producers

What are some 
others that you 
can think of? 



Weaving Projects



Books

•Weaving the Rainbow by George Ella Lyon for Pre-K - 2nd

•The Goat in the Rug by Geraldine for Pre-K - 3rd

•Charlie Needs a Cloak by Tomie dePaola for 1st - 4th

•Abuela’s Weave by Omar S. Castaneda for 1st – 4th 

•Wild Rose’s Weaving by Ginger Churchill for Pre-K - 3rd

•A Symphony for the Sheep by C. M. Millen for 1st  – 3rd



Books
•If You Want to Knit Some Mittens by Laura Purdie Salas for Pre-K - 3rd

•Where Did My Clothes Come From? by Chris Butterworth for K - 3rd

•Sheepology: The Ultimate Encyclopedia by Ilaria Demonti and Camilla Pintonato for 1st - 5th

•Songs from the Loom: A Navajo Girl Learns to Weave by Monty Roessel for 3rd - 6th

•The Cloud Spinner by Michael Catchpool for K - 2nd

•A New Coat for Anna by Harriet Ziefert for K - 3rd

•Homespun Sarah by Verla Kay for K – 3rd 





LuAnn Kilday – l_kilday@hotmail.com
Britney Lardner – agclass1@nmflb.org

Questions?

mailto:l_kilday@hotmail.com
mailto:agclass1@nmflb.org


Thank ‘Ewe’!!!
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