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Breakout Boxes 

• What are they? 
• When to use them? 
• Tips and tricks
• Breakout on a Budget
• Virtual Escape Rooms
• Complete a breakout experience
• Explore boxes 
• Resources  and take aways 



What is a Breakout Box? 

What it should be: 
- Fun
-Challenging 
-A way to test critical thinking
-A way to test content knowledge
-A way to encourage collaboration with classmates
-Additional way to introduce or review information 

What it shouldn't be: 
- Something you spend all your time creating
-A way to just fill time
- Use for every lesson or unit.
-Your only source of review or introduction to information.
-Impossible  to complete.

Breakout boxes are game based activities that encourage collaboration and test students’ 
critical thinking skills based on certain subject content.  
Usually involves multiple steps and solving clues to unlock containers. 



When to use them? 

Introduction to a topic

Review of a topic

With a written text

At an event/booth 



Common Mistakes

• Having too many items that are red herrings

• Unsolvable puzzles 

• Poor instructions

• Locks!



Budget Breakout



Virtual Escape Rooms 



Resources

• Templates
• Cipher wheel
• Hidden Message Card
• Fonts
• Envelopes

Supply List: 
Book and Website list 

What you’ll find in the google drive: 



Tools 
Black light 
Combination Tracker
Cipher Wheel
Overlay Decoder
Red Lens Decoder
Help Cards
Scissors



Can you Breakout? 



BROWSE THE BOXES



www.azfbaitc.org


